
SPIRITUAL BLINDNESS: CAUSE AND CURE


I. Introduction 

A. Rom. 10:1–4

1	Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may be saved. 
2	For I bear themwitness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. 
3	For they being ignorant ofGod’s righteousness, and seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to therighteousness of God. 
4	For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes


Israel’s greatest need was, and is yet today, not to inherit the land or defeat the Arabs, but to be saved. Because they are ignorant of God’s righteousness, they go about to establish their own righteousness, which is self- righteousness, and that leads to spiritual blindness. 


B. Rom. 10:4

4	For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.


Christ is the end of the law to all who believe, not as part of the Word of God, or Israel’s history or culture, but as a means to achieve righteousness with God. 

Isaiah told the Jews and us that self-righteousness is not acceptable.


C. Is. 64:6—All our righteousness’s (not sin) are as filthy rags.

6	But we are all like an unclean thing,And all our righteousness’sare like filthy rags.


II. Features of Self-Righteousness 

A. Luke 18:9–14

THE PARABLE OF THE PHARISEE AND THE TAX COLLECTOR

9		Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despisedothers: 
10	“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 
11	ThePharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other men—extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector. 
12	I fast twice a week; I give tithes of allthat I possess.’
13	And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes toheaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ 
14	I tell you, this man went downto his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”

The pharisee:
1. Was self-centred. Self-centredness is the devil’s buddy.
2. Despised others – criticises others and make them look bad. 
3. Comparedhimself with others. 
Pointed at other people and thought himself to be better.We must never point at other people. All people are either a slave of God or a slave of Satan. Slave in the sense that we must obey God and do what God expects us to do. If you are not a slave of God, you are a slave of Satan. A slave can only do what his master tells him to do or allows him to do. God has planned all the good works we must do. Satan does the same for his followers, he plans the bad works they must do.  

Self-righteousness normally consists of observing a list of rules, primarily negative rules. It is called legalism. 

B. “Legalism” makes the law an end in itself and loses sight of the real purpose for which the law was given, which is that we are to love God and our neighbour as ourselves.

Matt. 22:35–40 

35	Thenone of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, and saying, 
36	“Teacher, which is the greatcommandment in the law?”
37	Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, andwith all your mind.’
38	This is the first and great commandment. 
39	And the second is like it: ‘You shalllove your neighbour as yourself.’
40	On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets. (Old Testament)

The law is dependant (hangs on a hanger like a jacket) on the two principles – love God and love your neighbour. 

1 Tim.1:5–6
. 
5	Now the purpose of the commandment is love from a pureheart, from a good conscience, and from sincere faith, 
6	from which some, having strayed, have turnedaside to idle talk,


A clear example of legalism is the way in which the Pharisees demanded observance of the Sabbath. 


C. Ex. 23:12

12	Six days you shall doyour work, and on the seventh day you shall rest, that your ox and your donkey may rest, and the sonof your female servant and the stranger may be refreshed.

God gave the Sabbath as a blessing to man that he might receive rest and refreshing. 


D. Matt. 23:16, 17, 19, 24, 26

16	“Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘Whoever swears by the temple, it is nothing; but whoeverswears by the gold of the temple, he is obliged to perform it.’ 
17	Fools and blind! For which is greater,the gold or the temple that sanctifies the gold? 
18	And, ‘Whoever swears by the altar, it is nothing; butwhoever swears by the gift that is on it, he is obliged to perform it.’
19	Fools and blind! For which isgreater, the gift or the altar that sanctifies the gift? 
20	Therefore he who swears by the altar, swears byit and by all things on it. 
21	He who swears by the temple, swears by it and by Him who dwells in it.
22	And he who swears by heaven, swears by the throne of God and by Him who sits on it.
23	“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faith. These you ought tohave done, without leaving the others undone. 
24	Blind guides, who strain out a gnat and swallow acamel!
25	“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you cleanse the outside of the cup and dish, butinside they are full of extortion and self-indulgence.
26	Blind Pharisee, first cleanse the inside of thecup and dish, that the outside of them may be clean also.


Jesus emphasizes the direct result of self-righteousness: spiritual blindness 

 Rom. 11:25 

25	For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be wise inyour own opinion, that blindness in part has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has
come in.

 (They still believe the law can make them righteous – they are spiritually blind) 

E. Luke 13:11–17

11	And behold, there was a womanwho had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bent over and could in no way raise herself up.
12	But when Jesus saw her, He called her to Him and said to her, “Woman, you are loosed from yourinfirmity.”
13	And He laid His hands on her, and immediately she was made straight, and glorifiedGod.
14	But the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation, because Jesus had healed on theSabbath; and he said to the crowd, “There are six days on which men ought to work; therefore comeand be healed on them, and not on the Sabbath day.”
15	The Lord then answered him and said, “Hypocrite! Does not each one of you on the Sabbath loosehis ox or donkey from the stall, and lead it away to water it? 
16	So ought not this woman, being adaughter of Abraham, whom Satan has bound—think of it—for eighteen years, be loosed from this
bond on the Sabbath?” 
17	And when He said these things, all His adversaries were put to shame; and allthe multitude rejoiced for all the glorious things that were done by Him.

By their legalism, the Pharisees reversed the purpose of the Sabbath.  
Matthew 12:11

11	Then He said to them, “What man is there among you who has one sheep, and if it falls into a piton the Sabbath, will not lay hold of it and lift it out? 
12	Of how much more value then is a man than asheep? Therefore it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath

Mark 2:

27	And He said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath.

Self-righteousness has one end result it produce in people. Spiritual blindness

Matthew 23:  we saw:

16“	Woe to you, blind guides, who say,
17	Fools and blind!
19	Fools and blind!
24	Blind guides
26	Blind Pharisee

Many church people are spiritually blind because of their self-righteousness. 

2	For I bear themwitness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. 
3	For they being ignorant ofGod’s righteousness, and seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to the
righteousness of God.

We cannot work it out on our own. We cannot say I do not need the Bible or any teaching, I can find righteousness on my own. That is self-righteousness. 

We cannot do it without the knowledge that is in the Bible, and to understand the Bible we need the Holy Spirit and we receive the Holy Spirit when we accept Jesus as Lord and Saviour.  


People in church uses rules.

· what you may eat, where you may go, what you may wear, doctrine of men 
· rules – focus on activities - must attend certain number of meetings, must visit people every month, etc

Romans 4:3-4

3	For what does theScripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.”
 4	Now to himwho works, the wages are not counted as grace but as debt.
5	But to him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is accountedfor righteousness, 
6	just as David also describes the blessedness of the man to whom God imputesrighteousness apart from works:
7	“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven,And whose sins are covered;
8	Blessed is the man to whom the LORD shall not impute sin.

· Fundamentalist – rules about doctrine. – predestination – baptism  - confession –only organ music - 

Must know the doctrine. Must be able to quote “500” scriptures  

· Spiritualist –must get up at 5 everyday – must pray for an hour – must prophesy – must – must. 
· Kitchen counter troublers – kitchen must be spotless -no dust – all neatly folded. 


III. How God’s Righteousness Works 

A. God’s righteousness is: 

1. Christ-centred. We must believe we are accepted in Christ because of who He is and what he has done.

Example – healing – we must take our eyes of the symptoms and focus on God

Eph. 1:6. 

6	to the praiseof the glory of His grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved.

2. As a result of our own acceptance we will accept and not despise others 

Rom. 14:3, 7 

3	Let not him who eats despise him whodoes not eat, and let not him who does not eat judge him who eats; for God has received him

7	For none of uslives to himself, and no one dies to himself. 
8	For if we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we dieto the Lord. Therefore, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s.


3. God has only one standard and one goal for righteousness—Jesus Christ. We are not to compare ourselves with others 

2 Cor. 10:12

12	For we dare not class ourselves or compare ourselves with those who commend themselves. Butthey, measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are notwise.

Acts 17:31;

31	because He has appointed a day on which He willjudge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this toall by raising Him from the dead.”

Phil. 3:7–14. 

7	But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. 
8	Yet indeed I also count allthings loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the
loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ 
9	and be found in Him, not havingmy own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, therighteousness which is from God by faith; 10that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection,and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, 
11	if, by any means, I may attain tothe resurrection from the dead.

12	Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of thatfor which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 
13	Brethren, I do not count myself to haveapprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to
those things which are ahead, 
14	I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God inChrist Jesus.



4. When we believe we are accepted of God, God works in us and we work out what God has worked in. 

God works in two things: 
a. To will and 
b. To do His good pleasure 


Phil 2:12-13

12	Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much morein my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling;
13	for it is God who works in youboth to will and to do for His good pleasure.
As Christians we should not always be doing that which is right, against our own will. We should want to do what is right and if not we must examine ourselves – something is wrong. 


5. God’s righteousness is progressive, not static. We grow up as accepted children desiring to do the Father’s will 

Eph. 4:15;

15	but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him
who is the head—Christ—

2 Cor. 3:18 

18	But we all, withunveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the sameimage from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.

God changes us continually. We cannot at any point say we have arrived. 

B. Prov. 4:18

If we are walking in the pathway of the righteous, the light will be getting brighter every day.
18	But the path of the just is like the shining sun,That shines ever brighter unto the perfect day.

If we walk in the pathway of the righteous the light will get brighter and brighter 

[bookmark: _GoBack]WE CANNOT WALK TODAY IN YESTERDAY’S LIGHT – TODAY THE LIGHT MUST BE BRIGHTER THAN YESTERDAY. 
