THE RESURRECTION

I. 1 Cor. 15— The Highest Single Authority For The Resurrection Is The Scripture

(Hosea 6:1–2—Jesus was raised the third day)

1	Come, and let us return to the LORD;
For He has torn, but He will heal us;
He has stricken, but He will bind us up.
2	After two days He will revive us;
On the third day He will raise us up,
That we may live in His sight.

1 Cor. 15:3-4

3	For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins accordingto the Scriptures, 
4	and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the
Scriptures,


A.Witnesses

Matthew 28:7-10

Mary Magdalene and the otherMary came to see the tomb. 
8	So they went out quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to bring His disciples word.
9	And as they went to tell His disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, “Rejoice!” So they came andheld Him by the feet and worshiped Him. 
10	Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell Mybrethren to go to Galilee, and there they will see Me.”

1 Cor. 15:5–8

5	and that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. 
6	After that He was seen by over fivehundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, but some have fallen asleep.
7	After that He was seen by James, then by all the apostles. 
8	Then last of all He was seen by me also, as
by one born out of due time.

1. Jewish law required two reliable male witnesses as sufficient to attest truth
2. Here we have many—more than 500. 



B. Faith in resurrection is essential for salvation

1 Corinthians 15:12–19:

12	Now if Christ is preached that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say thatthere is no resurrection of the dead? 
13	But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ is notrisen. 
14	And if Christ is not risen, then our preaching is empty and your faith is also empty. 
15	Yes, andwe are found false witnesses of God, because we have testified of God that He raised up Christ, whomHe did not raise up—if in fact the dead do not rise. 
16	For if the dead do not rise, then Christ is notrisen. 
17	And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins! 
18	Then also those whohave fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 
19	If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of allmen the most pitiable.

1. Hope in this life only is pathetic.
2. Salvation requires two things 

Rom. 10:9

9	that if you confess withyour mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you willbe saved. 
10	For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is madeunto salvation.

a. Believe that God raised Christ from the dead.
b. Confess with your mouth Jesus Christ as Lord.


C. Resurrection in three successive stages

1 Corinthians 15:22–24

22	For as inAdam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. 
23	But each one in his own order: Christ theFirstfruits, afterward those who are Christ’s at His coming. 
24	Then comes the end, when He deliversthe kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power.

1. Christ the firstfruits
2. Those who are Christ’s at His coming
3. Then comes the end—the great white throne 

Rev. 20:12–15

12	And I saw the dead, small and great, standingbefore God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And
the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books. 
13	Thesea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them.And they were judged, each one according to his works. 
14	Then Death and Hades were cast into thelake of fire. This is the second death. 
15	And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was castinto the lake of fire.

D. Dangerous to deny resurrection

1 Corinthians 15:29–34:

29	Otherwise, what will they do who are baptized for the dead, if the dead do not rise at all? Why thenare they baptized for the dead? 
30	And why do we stand in jeopardy every hour? 
31	I affirm, by theboasting in you which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily. 
32	If, in the manner of men, I havefought with beasts at Ephesus, what advantage is it to me? If the dead do not rise, “Let us eat anddrink, for tomorrow we die!”
33	Do not be deceived: “Evil company corrupts good habits.”
34	Awake to righteousness, and do notsin; for some do not have the knowledge of God. I speak this to your shame.

1. Essential to believe in the resurrection
2. Don’t keep wrong company they will take your faith away
3. Cultivate the knowledge of God

a. Be careful what you hear
b. What goes into your mind comes out of your mouth

Be careful what we listen to, who we listen to, what we do with your time. Do we spend more time being influenced by the world than time with God?  

E. How will we be raised up?

1 Corinthians 15:35

35	But someone will say, “How are the dead raised up? And with what body do they come?”
36	Foolishone, what you sow is not made alive unless it dies. 
37	And what you sow, you do not sow that body thatshall be, but mere grain—perhaps wheat or some other grain. 
38	But God gives it a body as He pleases,and to each seed its own body.

1. 	Like putting seed in the ground: the body that comes up is different from what
	was planted.
2. 	In the resurrection, some “stars” will be more glorious than others (predicted
in 

Dan. 12:1–3

1	“At that time Michael shall stand up,
The great prince who stands watch over the sons of your people;
And there shall be a time of trouble,
Such as never was since there was a nation,
Even to that time.
And at that time your people shall be delivered,
	Everyone who is found written in the book.
2	And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake,
Some to everlasting life,
Some to shame and everlasting contempt.
3	Those who are wise shall shine
Like the brightness of the firmament,
And those who turn many to righteousness
Like the stars forever and ever.

God will reward His children according to what they did on earth.


1 Corinthians 15:39

39	All flesh is not the same flesh, but there is one kind of flesh of men, another flesh of animals,another of fish, and another of birds.
40	There are also celestial bodies and terrestrial bodies; but the glory of the celestial is one, and theglory of the terrestrial is another. 
41	There is one glory of the sun, another glory of the moon, andanother glory of the stars; for one star differs from another star in glory.
42	So also is the resurrection of the dead. The body is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption.
43	It is sown in dishonour, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. 
44	It is sowna natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. 
45	Andso it is written, “The first man Adam became a living being.” The last Adambecame a life-givingspirit.
[bookmark: _GoBack]46	However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural, and afterward the spiritual. 
47	The first manwasof the earth, made of dust; the second Manis the Lord from heaven. 
48	As was the man of dust, so alsoare those who are made of dust; and as is the heavenly Man, so also are those who are heavenly.
49	And as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the heavenlyMan.

F. Five changes that take place at the resurrection
1. Dying body is Corruption (decaying, perishable)  raised in In corruption (will not decay)
2. Sown in Dishonour.- raised in Glory
3. Sown in Weakness  - raised in Power
4. Sown a Natural (soulish body – a body controlled by the sole, the sole tells the body what to do)  raised a Spiritual body. The Spirit moves body not the soul. 

Ps. 103:1 David’s spirit speaks to his soul to move his body

1	Bless the LORD, O my soul;
And all that is within me, bless His holy name!
2	Bless the LORD, O my soul,
And forget not all His benefits:
3	Who forgives all your iniquities,
Who heals all your diseases,
4	Who redeems your life from destruction,
Who crowns you with lovingkindness and tender mercies,
5	Who satisfies your mouth with good things,
So that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.


Ezek. 1:19–20  Spiritual body


19	When the living creatures went, the wheels wentbeside them; and when the living creatures were lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifted up.
20	Wherever the spirit wanted to go, they went, because there the spirit went; and the wheels werelifted together with them, for the spirit of the living creatures was in the wheels. 
21	When those went,these went; when those stood, these stood; and when those were lifted up from the earth, the wheelswere lifted up together with them, for the spirit of the living creatures was in the wheels.


5. sown as Mortal (subjected to death) raised as Immortal (not subjected to death)

We cannot reverse something that is corrupt – decaying – perishing -rusting. Cannot even stop it. 


II. How Do We Qualify?

A. You must belong to Christ

1 Cor. 15:23

23	But each one in his own order: Christ the
Firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ’s at His coming.

1. He is a jealous God
2. He wants you for His own—unreservedly
Unreservedly and totally – all areas of our lives.

What do we do about the areas that are not yet given to God? We must walk in the ever increasing light !!
Can we afford to delay it? Certainly not. Are you prepared to take a chance? Are all parts of our lives under the cloud?

a. Jacob was loved, Esau hated—God has strong feelings (Mal. 1:2–3)

2	“I have loved you,” says the LORD.
“Yet you say, ‘In what way have You loved us?’
Was not Esau Jacob’s brother?”
Says the LORD.
“Yet Jacob I have loved;
3	But Esau I have hated,
And laid waste his mountains and his heritage
For the jackals of the wilderness.”

b. Why Jacob? He wanted God’s best
c. What takes precedence over your birthright?

Esau turned away from God for earthly pleasures. God hates that. Jacob was not such a good person, but he wanted the birth right. The birth right blessings come from God. What controls us? Anything that you will put above God. Children? Family? Money? Power? 


B. Religious rites are not sufficient

Phil. 3:8–14
8	Yet indeed I also count allthings loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered theloss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ 
9	and be found in Him, not havingmy own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, therighteousness which is from God by faith;
10	that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection,and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, 
11	if, by any means, I may attain tothe resurrection from the dead.

12	Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of thatfor which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 
13	Brethren, I do not count myself to haveapprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward tothose things which are ahead, 14I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God inChrist Jesus.

1. God’s righteousness only. Three conditions

a. That I may know Him
b. That I may know the power of His resurrection
c. That I may know the fellowship of His suffering

2. 	Don’t assume you will be part of the first resurrection. You must continue to
meet the conditions.

a. 	are we set apart from the world? 
b. 	No one will drift into heaven
Phil. 3:8–14
15	Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this mind; and if in anything you think otherwise,God will reveal even this to you. 
16	Nevertheless, to the degree that we have already attained, let uswalk by the same rule let us be of the same mind.
17	Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who so walk, as you have us for a pattern.
18	For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are theenemies of the cross of Christ: 
19	whose end is destruction, whose god is their belly, and whose glory isin their shame—who set their mind on earthly things. 
20	For our citizenship is in heaven, from whichwe also eagerly wait for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
21	who will transform our lowly body that itmay be conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdueall things to Himself.
