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THE DECISIVE FACTOR IN HUMAN EXPERIENCE IS NOT THE EMOTION, IT IS THE WILL.


I. Three Main Elements of The Human Soul
A. Will – makes all the decisions 
B. Intellect
C. Emotions

II. Will - Makes the Decisions for Us.

A. David speaks to his own soul 

Ps. 103:1–2

1	Bless the LORD, O my soul;
And all that is within me, bless His holy name!
2	Bless the LORD, O my soul,
And forget not all His benefits:

Our spirit communicates with God but our soul initiates action. What we do is as a result of our soul’s decision. 
David’s spirit said to his soul “bless the Lord” 
Worship in spirit is our spirit worshipping God but 
Our body reacts on our soul’s decision to get our mouths to bless God. 



B. Six benefits of blessing the Lord 

Ps. 103:3–5

1. He forgives all our iniquities
2. He heals all our diseases
3. He redeems our life from destruction
4. He crowns us with lovingkindness and tender mercies
5. He satisfies our mouth with good things
6. He renews our youth like the eagles

C. It takes a decision of our soul to make that response. We must appropriate all the blessings in faith by blessing God.
We can believe everything in the Bible but without our souls we cannot appropriate all that we believe. “Faith without works is useless” 



III. The Soul Has Three Functions

A. Will - I want
B. Intellect - I think
C. Emotions - I feel

The Bible says that we will be the head and not the tail. We must make decisions and not just be dragged around like a tail. 

You can only change yourself and your circumstances by making decisions. 



AREAS OF LIFE WHICH REQUIRE A PERSONAL DECISION.

[bookmark: _Hlk48156266]A.Repentance—literally “change your mind,” (Greek – New Testament- deals with head) “turn around” (Hebrew -  Old Testament - with our body)

Repentance involves both – making a decision and actually turning around. 

Repentance is the first step – in old Testament and New Testament God always said “repent”

Even when we pray for healing, we must first repent, ask forgiveness before we pray for healing. 

Most of people’s problems is as a result of the lack of repentance. 

1. Message of repentance (Mark 1:2–4)

		2	As it is written in the Prophets:
“Behold, I send My messenger before Your face,
Who will prepare Your way before You”
3	“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the LORD;
Make His paths straight.’”
4	John came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of repentance for the remission ofsins.

2. First command of Jesus before “you must . . . believe” (Mark 1:15)

			Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of
God, 
15	and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.”

3. First offer of the Gospel (Luke 24:47) Jesus told His disciples: -

		47	and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in
His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.

4. First response to the Gospel (Acts 2:38)  At Pentecost – after the Holy Spirit fell on the disciples:  

38	Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
39	For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.”	

5. God’s universal requirement (Acts 17:30) Paul speaking to the people of Athens said to them. 
	
		30	Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but
now commands all men everywhere to repent,


6. First part of Paul’s message (Acts 20:21)- to the EPHESIAN

		21	testifying to Jews, and also to Greeks, repentance
toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.

7. First command of Jesus to 5 out of 7 churches (Rev. 2 & 3)

5	Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I will come toyou quickly and remove your lampstand from its place—unless you repent.
Should the church repent today – most definitely 


8. “Turn us and we shall be turned” (Lam. 5:21) Jeremiah lament after his prophecies of the destruction of Jerusalem have been fulfilled 

		21	Turn us back to You, O LORD, and we will be restored; (turned back)
Renew our days as of old,	

This is the important time that we must hear the Holy Spirit and obey. God will prompt us to turn back to Him but He will not force us to turn. 

9. Only the Father draws us (John 6:44)

44	No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up at the last day. 
45	It is writtenin the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by God.’ Therefore, everyone who has heard and learnedfrom the Father comes to Me.
God draws us but we must respond. 
We never know whether we will get a second chance – don’t take that chance. Does not mean that God will not call again, but we cannot say; “I will respond next time” 

B. Forgiving
Forgiving is not an emotional act. We do not have to feel like it. It is a decision. 
People often react in a service based on their emotion, but they never take the decision to actually do that which their emotion acted on. We can continue to act on our emotion and never do it. 

1. Removes a barrier to our prayers (Mark 11:25)

25	“And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive him, that yourFather in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses. 
26	But if you do not forgive, neither will yourFather in heaven forgive your trespasses.”

Unforgiveness hinders our prayers. 

Forgiveness is unconditional even if the other person has not changed or still holds a grudge against you. 

Mathew 6:14-15

14	“For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 
15	But if youdo not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

2. Forgive us—as we are forgiven (Matt. 6:12)

		12	And forgive us our debts,As we forgive our debtors.

“Forgive us as we have forgiven” original Greek Bible.

Forgiveness can be compared with IOU’s. we might have many IOU’s that someone owes us but God has many IOU’s that we owe God. We can exchange all our IOU’s for the few IOU’s of the other person. 

Forgiveness should not be difficult, it is simply a good deal, for our own benefit. 

WE CAN NOT JUSTIFY OURSELVES – IF WE DO THEN God will not.


C. Life and blessing (Deut. 30:19–20)


19	I call heavenand earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set before youlife and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants may live; 
20	that you may love theLORD your God, that you may obey His voice, and that you may cling to Him, for He is your life andthe length of your days. 

1. God offers them THE CHOICE 

God offers us the choice. No choice is choosing to not accept God’s offer.  

2. We must make the right choice for ourselves and for our descendants. 

If we worship idols the curse comes to three generations after us.

If we reject God’s offer we are cursed, we and our descendants


D.Humility (1 Pet. 5:5–6)

1. We must humble ourselves

5	Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to oneanother, and be clothed with humility( put on the apron of a slave), for“God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”
6	Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time,

God will resist a proud person. God will not listen and will not answer prayers.  

2. God can humiliate us but He cannot make us humble. 

Poem by John Bunnian. 
“ He that is down need fear no fall 
He that is low no pride
He that is humble ever shall
have God to be his guide. 

Satan is a good example of what happens to the proud 

Jesus is the perfect example of what happens when we are prepared to humble ourselves. He humbled Himself to the lowest possible level and ended up on the highest possible level.

If we humble ourselves God will lift us up. 

E. Speaking/singing in tongues (1 Cor. 14:15) – it is a decision.

15	What is the conclusion then? I will pray with thespirit, and I will also pray with the understanding. I will sing with the spirit, and I will also sing with
the understanding. (Worship) 

1. Four times Paul says “I will . . .” each one is a decision. 

2. Speaking/singing in tongues is a decision


3. Pentecost—disciples began to speak, then the Holy Spirit gave them the words
(Acts 2:4)

4	And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, asthe Spirit gave them utterance.

They had to decide to open their mouths and speak. What came out was mot what they had expected, it was a different tongue.
It was only when they began to speak that the Holy Spirit gave them utterance (word).

Explain something without using any known language.

4. Pray in the Holy Spirit (Jude 20, 21) In the midst of ungodliness, we need to
pray in tongues

20	But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, (praying in tongues)
21	keepyourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.
F. The fear of the Lord (Prov. 1:28–29)
	28	“Then they will call on me, but I will not answer;
They will seek me diligently, but they will not find me.
29	Because they hated knowledge
And did not choose the fear of the LORD,
30	They would have none of my counsel
And despised my every rebuke.
31	Therefore they shall eat the fruit of their own way,
And be filled to the full with their own fancies. 
